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Abstract

Many of the experiments in the laboratory sections of Physics 1 and 2 use sensors requiring the
PASCO Capstone software package in order to be interfaced with a computer. Installing the software
is straight-forward and needs to be completed before the next laboratory meeting. Once installed, the
user will be asked for a license key. As per the software licensing agreement, this key will only be
distributed in class the day of the first experiment that will utilize the software.

Instructions and Procedure

This software only works on Microsoft Windows-based computers. If you have something other than a
Microsoft Windows-based computer, do not continue. Arrangements will be made, in lab, so that you
will still be able to complete the experiments.
To install the PASCO Capstone software please:

1. Establish a stable Internet connection

2. Open a browser window (e.g.: Firefox, chrome, Internet explorer)

3. Navigate to http://physics.nmu.edu/~ddonovan/classes.html#Software

4. Click on the Capstone For Windows link and save the file to your computer. Some browsers may
require you to secondary-click and then “save as” to download this file. Note that this is a ∼200 MB
file, so depending on your connection the download may take a while.

5. Find and run the “PASCO Capstone Windows-[...].exe” file you just downloaded and follow the
on screen instructions to complete the installation. You may need to click “yes” to a window that
pops up asking you to provide the installer with ‘administrative privileges’ in order to complete the
installation – this is normal, and you must click yes.

Now that the installation is complete, you are ready for class. You will not be able to actually use the
software until you are provided with the software license key, which will be distributed in class.
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